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SUBJECT: TRANSMISSION OF PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE 
REF: (A) LAGOS 7788; (B) LAGOS 8043; (C) STATE 202025 

1 . EMBASSY NOTES THAT OBASANJO'S MOST RECENT LETTER TO 
PRESIDENT CARTER TOOK TWO WEEKS IN TRANSIT EVEN THOUGH 
MEA'S PROTOCOL CHIEF, AMBASSADOR BALEWA, INFORMED CHARGE 
JUNE 29 THAT THE TEXTS OF SUCH LETTER WOULD HENCEFORTH 

BE TELEGRAPHED TO THE NIGERIAN EMBASSY IN WASHINGTON 
(REFTEL B). THE WRITTEN CONFIRMATION OF THIS STATEMENT 
WHICH BALEWA PROMISED AT THAT TIME HAS NEVER BEEN RE- 
CEIVED. THE FACT THAT BALEWA HAS SINCE BEEN REPLACED 
BY AMBASSADOR TONWE MAY PERHAPS ACCOUNT FOR THIS. 

2. EMBASSY BELIEVES THE BEST WAY OF INSURING THAT 
OBASANJO IS AWARE OF THESE TRANSIT DELAYS AND THAT THEY 
DO NOT AGAIN OCCUR WOULD BE TO DISCUSS THE DELAY AT 
THE OUTSET OF PRESIDENT CARTER'S REPLY, MENTIONING THE 
JUNE 23 (REFTEL A) AND JUNE 29 CONVERSATIONS ON 

THIS SUBJECT BETWEEN AMBASSADOR BALEWA AND CHARGE. 

ON JUNE 23 CHARGE HAD ALSO DELIVERED A LETTER ON THE 
SUBJECT TO BALEWA THE MAIN POINT OF WHICH WAS THAT 
ANY LETTER FROM THE NIGERIAN HEAD OF STATE "IS 
UNDOUBTEDLY OF SUCH IMPORTANCE THAT THE PRESIDENT 
WOULD LIKE TO RECEIVE IT JUST AS SOON AS POSSIBLE." 
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3. IF THE DELAY IN TRANSMISSION IS NOT DISCUSSED 
IN PRESIDENT CARTER S RESPONSE TO THE MOST RECENT 
LETTER, THEN THE EMBASSY WOULD PROPOSE TO RAISE THE 
SUBJECT AGAIN IN A FORMAL NOTE TO THE MINISTRY OF 
EXTERNAL AFFAIRS. 
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